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Concio CXC. From the same words.

“For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new
creature.”

Galatians 6:15 KJV

Many times, when we want to explain something, we bring to the attention of the
audience the things that are different or dissimilar in their nature. We see this when
Apostle Paul wants to explain what the kingdom of God is like, because he speaks like
this in Rom. 14. (Romans 14:17): “For the kingdom of God is not meat and drinks . . .”
Similarly,when he wants to explain in our Bible verse the nature of salvation given to us
by the Lord through Christ - and promised to Christians by our Lord God himself - the
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Apostle first brings to our attention things that are different in nature (Galatians 6:15): “. .
. neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature.” Thus,
we have previously explained and demonstrated just how we ought to interpret the word
circumcision, and why it is not relevant to reaching our salvation and righteousness
through Jesus Christ. Let us now follow that by discussing the second part of our Bible
verse, the other condition that is useless and irrelevant for the path to salvation.
Namely: the condition of being uncircumcised. Here you need to understand that among
Jewish people - ever since the Lord God commanded the circumcision to Abraham -
being uncircumcised was considered repugnant and insulting. The word uncircumcised
was like a curse-word. You can see this demonstrated when Goliath challenged the
Jews for a duel, and he insulted them. David heard him and spoke as written in 1 Reg.
17. 28. (1 Samuel 17:26): “. . . for who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should
defy the armies of the living God?” Similarly, when Saul suffered a mortal wound, he
asked his servant to kill him when he said (1 Chronicles 10:4): “. . .draw thy sword, and
thrust me through wherewith, lest those uncircumcised come and abuse me . . .” And
yet again, after the ascension of Christ our Lord, when Saint Peter - directed by an
angel - went to the house of Cornelius, and then the Apostles berated him by saying
How dare you, where was your head? (Acts 11:3): “. .. Thou wentest in to men
uncircumcised, and didst eat with them.” From these and other, similar-sounding
verses, it is clear that Jews considered the condition of not being circumcised and the
people who weren’t circumcised abhorrent. However, once God gave His blessings to
the gentiles, sent the Holy Spirit to them, and accepted them as beloved sons without
the requirement of circumcision, the Jewish people were quite saddened to see that the
gentiles gained salvation without being circumcised or needing to follow Jewish religious
customs and laws. The Jewish people grieved over the fact that they had keep
circumcision and many other yokes of commitments, while the gentiles had an easier
path to salvation. They wanted the gentiles to fulfil the same requirement they had to
fulfil, as written in 1 Corinth. 7. v.18. (1 Corinthians 7:18); they also tried to hide their
circumcision so they wouldn’t be recognized as Jews.

On top of that, once the gentiles saw that they can receive God’s mercy and
blessing, they became prideful, and looked down on the Jews and their circumstances,
as we see in Rom. 11. (Romans 11:20). For that reason, the Apostle Paul - after
rebuking the self-righteousness of the Jews in the first part of our Bible verse by saying
that circumcision is not an advantage for reaching salvation through Christ (Galatians
6:15) - now, in the second part of that verse, the Apostle states that uncircumcision has
no advantage either. He does this to make certain that the Jews - who are circumcised -
do not covet the status of the gentiles and that the gentiles do not be prideful, do not
become self-righteous and do not look down on the Jews thinking that they, the
gentiles, have an advantage. He reasons that uncircumcision is similar to circumcision
in that it doesn’t profit when it comes to salvation. From this, first of all, we can learn that
each and every one of us is well advised to remain within our condition and not to covet
the circumstances of others. This is why the Apostle writes in 1 Cor. 7. v. 20. (1
Corinthians 7:20-22): “Let every man abide in the same calling wherein he was called.
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Art thou called being a servant? care not for it: but if thou mayest be made free, use it
rather. For he that is called in the Lord, being a servant, is the Lord's freeman: likewise
also he that is called, being free, is Christ's servant.”

Second, we can learn that regarding salvation within the Church, there is no
difference between people, as we are all neighbors, equals before God. Earlier in this
epistle in cap. 3. (Galatians 3:28), the Apostle says: “There is neither Jew nor Greek,
there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in
Christ Jesus.” Now then, once the Apostle explained what conditions are useless for
salvation through Christ - namely that neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has an
advantage - the Apostle states what salvation is about, what is at its center, when he
says (Galatians 6:15) that the new creation has the advantage in salvation through
Jesus Christ. Therefore, it is that new creation that brings salvation to people through
Jesus Christ.

While we do believe that we are under grace through Jesus Christ, we speak
about ourselves as disciples of Christ, and we expect and hope for our salvation based
on his teachings, it is necessary for us to understand what that new creation is, so we
can proclaim our standing in truth and will not be disappointed in our hope. We cannot
find a better place for the explanation of the new creation than the writings of this
apostle. The Apostle speaks similar words earlier in this epistle in cap. 5. (Galatians
5:6): “For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but
faith which worketh by love.” Those words are mostly the same as in our Bible verse,
except what he called new creation in our Bible verse, he here calls faith which worketh
by love. And then again in 1 Cor. 7. (1 Corinthians 7:19): “Circumcision is nothing, and
uncircumcision is nothing, but the keeping of the commandments of God.” What the
Apostle called new creation and faith which worketh by love in those other places, here
he calls keeping of the commandments of God. From these you can see that those
three expressions new creation, faith which worketh by love, and keeping of the
commandments of God have identical meaning. Therefore, anyone who wants to reach
salvation through Jesus Christ must keep the commandments of God, because that is
the new creation as Saint Paul himself explains it.

However, two objections may be brought up at this point. The first objection is
that Saint Paul is not stating anything new, because even before the life of the apostles
the requirements were the same: namely, those who obey the commandments of God
will be saved. The Jewish scholars were not adding anything to this when they require
the gentiles to follow the commandments if they wanted to reach salvation. Therefore,
the tussling and wrestling of Apostle Paul is useless. The second objection is that if
God’s commandments must be followed by those wanting to reach salvation, then, as
Saint Paul himself stated, circumcision and other religious customs are commandments
of God. Therefore, the gentiles who want to become Christians are obligated to keep
those religious customs. If we want to counter these objections, then we have to
remember that the commandments of God that Moses handed down to the Jewish
people don’t have identical values, but, rather, they can be grouped into three sets.
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Some commandments address the serving of God through religious customs, such as
cleansing with water, celebrations, sacrifices, and the like. Some other commandments
address the adjudication of the matters of the community, such as punishment of the
guilty, execution of laws, and the conducting of trials. Yet some other commandments
address the teaching and instruction about morality and the living of a righteous and
commendable life. Of these three sets the most valuable and most necessary are the
commandments in the third set, because the Lord our God requires those of everybody
without exception, and because without this third set of commandments the other
commandments in the first and second sets are useless, and cannot find favor with the
Lord. That is why when we see the word commandments in the Scriptures, it refers to
only the commandments in the third set, because those instruct and teach people about
inner righteousness, the clean and pious life, and morality. Thus, these are the most
important and most necessary.

Therefore, when Apostle Paul states that achieving salvation through Jesus
Christ requires the keeping of the commandments, he is referring to the commandments
about inner righteousness. Thus, when he compares God’s commandments with
circumcision, he calls the first useful and calls the latter useless.

If we would consider all God’s commandments generically important, then he
couldn’t possibly compare circumcision with God’s commandments, because, in a
generic sense, circumcision is also one of God’s commandments.

When the Apostle talks about a new creation and the commandments of God, he
refers to our inner righteousness, as we can see from his statements elsewhere. There
the Apostle talks about a new creation and renewing, all the while referring to the inner
righteousness. We see this both in Eph. 4. (Ephesians 4:23 - 24): “And be renewed in
the spirit of your mind; And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in
righteousness and true holiness.”, and in Coloss. 3. (Colossians 3:9 -10): “Lie not one to
another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; And have put on the
new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him.”
Thus, it is this new creation that brings salvation to the sons of the New Testament and
makes them favored before God. While people of the Old Testament would follow God’s
commandments about the cleanliness of the outside, now - with the New Testament -
our Lord God gives us the faith that keeps our hearts clean, as Apostle Peter stated (1
Peter 1:22), and, thus, He replaced circumcision and many types of ritual cleansings
with faith. This is why the Apostle connects faith to loving action, when he says that faith
which worketh by love is useful. Therefore, in the way of following His commandments,
in the New Testament our Lord God requires only two things from His people: true faith
and actions through love. The Apostle calls these commandments a new creation, and
in other places the Scripture calls it being born again, a new person, a new life.

From all this we can see better how Saint Paul educated and taught his followers
about salvation. And for those who believe him and follow him, he gives his blessing in
the third part of his epistle (Galatians 6:16): “And as many as walk according to this rule,



peace be on them, and mercy . ..” We can see from many examples just how
tremendously powerful blessings from saintly people are. We know (Genesis 9:20 - 27)
that Noah blessed some of his sons and cursed some of his sons. Those sons and their
descendants lived their lives receiving the respective fate pronounced on them by their
father. Knowing the power of a blessing, Jacob stole the blessing Isaac intended for
Esau. And when Jacob was wrestling with an angel through the night, Jacob didn’t let
him go until the angel blessed him. Then, in turn, Jacob blessed the two sons of
Joseph. Moreover, in his will Jacob pronounced blessings or admonishments onto his
children, and all those pronouncements came true. Little children were brought to Christ
our Lord for his blessing. It follows then, that the blessing of Paul was efficacious then
and is still useful today for those who follow his teachings and instructions.

The disciples of the Apostle gain significant solace from this, because while
people who disagree with our religion may mock us, curse us, and scold us, but the
blessing from a saintly, pious person is more important and useful than the curses and
scolding from a thousand prideful and unlearned people. Curses from them may even
bring us more blessings, as Christ our Lord said in Matt. 5. (Matthew 5:11): “Blessed are
ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil
against you falsely, for my sake.” Believers, therefore, must consider this, and make
certain they do not curse other believers and, thus, bring a curse onto their own heads.
That is because if we acknowledge that mercy and peace come to those who follow the
instructions and teachings of the Apostle, then people who mock and hate those
followers will bring angst, unrest, and a curse onto themselves.

In continuing our Bible verse, the Apostle says (Galatians 6:16) that “. . . peace
be on them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God.” He is commenting on those Jewish
scholars and Jewish people who boast about being circumcised and from the nation of
Israel and, thus, being granted the fulfilment of God’s promises and blessings. But
here, the Apostle reveals that there are two types of Israelites. On one hand, there is
the type who have that designation in their name only. The other type is the Israel of
God. John the Baptist said this to prideful Jews (Luke 3:8): “. . . begin not to say within
yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for | say unto you, That God is able of
these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.” Christ our Lord also addressed those
who boasted about being sons of Abraham in Joan. 8. (John 8:44): “Ye are of your
father the devil . . .” And also at other places (Matthew 8:11): “And | say unto you, That
many shall come from the east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac,
and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven.” Apostle Paul writes in this epistle and several
other places that Abraham had two types of sons: one according to the flesh and the
other according to the spirit and promise. He also says that those gentiles who accepted
the Gospels will be counted among the people of God, among those sons of Abraham
and their descendants who are according to the spirit and the promise. Now, the
promises and blessings of God belong to the sons of Abraham according to the spirit.
That is why the Apostle writes earlier in cap. 3. (Galatians 3:28 - 29): “There is neither
Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye
are all one in Christ Jesus. And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs
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according to the promise.” And, also in cap. 4. (Galatians 4:28): “Now we, brethren, as
Isaac was, are the children of promise.” Thus, Abraham had two types of sons and
there are two types of Israelites, two types of Jews - one according to the flesh, and the
other according to the spirit - and the sons according to the spirit are worthy to be
called seeds of Abraham, to be called Jew, to be called Israelite as Paul teaches in
Rom. 2. (Romans 2:28 - 29): “For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that
circumcision, which is outward in the flesh: But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and
circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of
men, but of God.” As the Jews according to the flesh were circumcised, the Jews
according to the spirit had the circumcision of the spirit as the Apostle states in Eph. 3
(Philippians 3:3): “For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and
rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh.” And also in Col. 2. v. 11.
(Colossians 2:11). That circumcision of the spirit and the heart is nothing else but what
the Apostle earlier called the new creation - that is the inner cleanliness - and the
keeping of the commandments of God. When the Apostle states here (Galatians 6:16)
that “peace be upon the Israel of God” he is saying that the Israel of God includes
everyone who is in the mercy of God taught by Jesus Christ, who follows the teachings
in the earlier parts of this epistle, and places their hope of salvation in those teachings.
Even those are included whom, according to the flesh, are not Abraham’s seeds, not
sons of Israel, but according to the spirit they are related to them who God calls
Israelites. In other words, even if people are not considered sons of Israel by the
traditions and customs of flesh, but before God and by the judgement of God they are
sons of Israel, and they will receive God’s promises and blessings.

From this, we can learn that no one ought to boast about their ancestry or the
good virtues, nobleness, good reputation of their nation, or about their own
righteousness, and no one ought to think that they may find favor before God just by
following in the footsteps of their ancestors. That is because our Lord God does not
consider His people those who strengthen a nation into a leading and recognized
position according to the flesh. Rather, our Lord God considers His people and heirs of
His people those whose souls are on the path of righteousness, and whose goodness of
the spirit is close to that of saints. Whatever blessings and providence He promises to
the righteous and the saints, He will bring that to all His people. Therefore, if we want to
become seeds of Abraham, to be true Israelites, and want to claim the inheritance
promised to ancient disciples and become their heirs, then let us follow in the footsteps
of their righteous lives, let us renew our mind so we can be called new creation - and
having swept out the old leaven - become new bread. Amen.



