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Concio CLXXXIX Ad Gal. cap 6. v. 15. 

 “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new 

creature.” 

Galatians 6:15  KJV 

 

When someone wants to travel somewhere, it is imperative that they seek 

information, inquire about the road that will take them easily, directly, and reliably to 

their destination. Likewise, when someone wants to attain salvation, it is imperative that 

they examine and study the path and means that lead to its attainment. In the ancient 

times the nation of Israel had no doubts or hesitations about that. As we read the words 

by Jewish people in Mich. 4. (Micah 4:5): “For all people will walk every one in the name 
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of his god, and we will walk in the name of the LORD our God for ever and ever.” Once 

the Lord God elected Abraham and his seed to be His people, He gave them 

commandments and laws and promised His blessing on them if they kept and followed 

those precepts. The Jewish people knew the only path to salvation was the one God 

showed them, and they believed the none could obtain God’s blessing any other way. 

However, in the time of the Apostles, the path to salvation was the cause of 

disagreements and debates. That came about mostly because the salvation of gentile 

nations followed a different path from the religious traditions and customs of the Jews. 

When someone sought salvation before the life of Christ our Lord, they had no choice 

but to become Jewish, which meant that they were expected to keep and follow the 

laws and statutes God had given to the descendants of Abraham. However, after the 

ascension of Christ our Lord into heaven, God showed such mercy toward the gentiles 

that He gave them the Holy Spirit and declared the gentiles as people He loved - 

without the requirement to keep the laws He gave to the Jews.  

Intense disputes and debates broke out between the Apostles about whether the 

gentiles who wanted to be saved should be forced to keep the religious laws of the 

Jews, as it was done in the ancient times, or if they should be relieved of the obligation 

to observe those laws. Some of those Apostles stated that, indeed, the gentiles must 

keep the laws issued by Moses if they wanted to be saved. Some of them stated that 

keeping the laws issued by Moses wasn’t necessary. When neither side would 

compromise, the Apostles and several disciples came together in Jerusalem, and they 

arrived at the conclusion that it was not necessary to force the gentiles to follow Jewish 

religious customs. We read about this gathering in Act. 15. (Acts 15). Despite that 

agreement, many did not obey it, and, insidiously, they proclaimed to the gentiles that 

they would suffer eternal damnation unless they followed Jewish laws. Now, Saint Paul 

and Barnabas were chosen to serve as apostles to the gentiles - to proclaim and teach 

the Gospels as the path of salvation to them; therefore, they, in accordance with the 

decision of the council in Jerusalem, declared the gentiles free from the need to practice 

Jewish religious customs. They clashed and wrestled with the Hebrew scholars who 

were teaching and forcing gentiles to follow all aspects of Jewish religious customs. In 

this epistle of our Bible verse Saint Paul argues against those scholars, and he uses our 

Bible verse to craft a clear statement as a conclusion of his argument. 

That is the reason why the path of salvation for the gentiles is described in this 

epistle, including how they might gain God’s blessing. In our time, more than ever 

before, we need to hear and learn about that topic because there are among us who - 

not only by whispering, but by shouting - openly declare and spread their belief that if 

we, the gentiles, want to achieve salvation, then we must obey every detail of the laws 

of Moses. 

Let us examine then what Saint Paul says and teaches through these words. 

First, he describes what kind of salvation he is talking about. Second, he explains the 

details of salvation. Third, he promises blessing on the heads of those who adhere to 

his declaration and follow his teachings. He says (Galatians 6:15): “For in Christ Jesus 
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neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature.” With 

those words he states what type of salvation he is talking about. Keep in mind that when 

he mentions Jesus Christ in this verse, he does not refer to a human being, but to the 

entire gathering of the faithful who share a set of beliefs in the forgiveness that our Lord 

God had demonstrated and promised to the world. The words Jesus Christ have 

frequently been used in this sense in other passages such as 1 Thess. 2. (1 

Thessalonians 2:14): “For ye, brethren, became followers of the churches of God which 

in Judaea are in Christ Jesus . . .” From these words you can see that the entire 

congregation is in Jesus Christ, in other words, in the teachings of Jesus Christ, in his 

doctrine, and in the blessings of God that He promised and offered to people through 

His righteous son. Thus, in Rom. 8. V. 1. (Romans 8:1) we read: “ . . . them which are in 

Christ Jesus . . “, in other words, them who are in the congregation of the righteous, 

established in the teachings and doctrine of Christ. The reason why the entire Church 

and the true teachings are called Jesus Christ is that the Church, the congregation of 

believers, is considered the body of Christ. Therefore, those who are part of the Church, 

are in Christ, just like a body part is in a living body. 

Thus, now you can see that sometimes the words Jesus Christ refers to an 

individual, denoting a person, the one born to Mary. Some other times, however, the 

words Jesus Christ have a meaning that is collective in nature, denoting a group of 

people, a congregation with a shared doctrine. Therefore, when the Apostle states 

(Galatians 6:15): “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing . . “ you 

ought not to understand Jesus Christ the person whom we call our savior, in whom 

circumcision would be of no use, but understand in that the congregation, those people 

who accepted and value the forgiveness given through Christ. What he is saying is that 

while for some people, in some circumstances it was advantageous to be circumcised; 

however, for those who believe the forgiveness through Christ, circumcision is not an 

advantage, and it has no purpose. From that you can learn that Apostle Paul does not, 

in general, condemn circumcision, and declare it to have no purpose, but only for those 

who are in Christ Jesus. In other words, for those who want to be disciples under his 

leadership and want to accept the forgiveness given by God through him. From all this 

we now understand what path of salvation the Apostle proclaims. The path that Christ 

brought to the gentiles, the path God our Father gives us in His pleasure and 

forgiveness for our faith in Christ. If anyone believes in other paths or different ways to 

salvation and wants to follow that different path then circumcision may be an advantage 

for them, but not on the path the Apostle proclaims. 

Second, let us examine what is the nature of that salvation through Christ, the 

one that God made available for gentiles, as proclaimed by Apostle Paul. The apostle 

declares (Galatians 6:15): “ . . . neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor 

uncircumcision . . .” Vide initium sequentis concionis. [See also the beginning of the 

next following sermon.] However, before that let us discuss that the word circumcision is 

not only used to describe the act carried out to mark an eight-day old male child, but it 

also means all laws attached to circumcision. And those laws represent all religious 

customs included in the laws given by Moses. That is the reason why Paul frequently 
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calls the Jewish people who follow the complete set of those laws, the people of 

circumcision, as we read in Rom. 3. (Romans 3:30) that God will justify the circumcision 

by faith. And in Gal. 2. (Galatians 2:12): “. . . fearing them which were of the 

circumcision.”, in other words, the Jewish people. Therefore, the word circumcision 

denotes Judaism. This is also evidenced when the question arose whether the gentiles 

ought to keep the laws of Moses, as Saint Luke used these words in Act. 15. (Acts 15) 

that there were believers who said that the gentiles ought to be circumcised. 

Because not only the act of circumcision, but the entirety of the laws of Moses 

was implied in that word, the Apostles exempted the gentiles not only from circumcision, 

but from all other religious customs in the laws of Moses. Thus, the word circumcision 

was understood as the entirety of that law. The reason that word had such a broad 

general meaning is that circumcision was the entryway to become part of the Jewish 

community, because once anyone had it done, they had the proof of their promise and 

vow to follow and keep all laws of the Jewish people. That is why the Apostle says in 

cap. 5. (Galatians 5:3) that those who get circumcised establish an obligation - like a 

written agreement and a seal do - to fulfill the entire set of laws. Therefore, when the 

Apostle states (Galatians 6:15): “ . . . in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any 

thing . . “ that is the same as saying that not only the bodily circumcision is useless and 

unnecessary in Christ Jesus, but the religious customs and rituals of the laws of Moses 

are also useless. The reason Saint Paul can say this openly is because he is following 

the decision of the Apostles who, during their discussion in Jerusalem, exempted the 

gentiles from circumcision and from the religious customs attached to it. 

If you were to ask why the Apostles exempted the gentiles from the need to be 

circumcised and from the need to abide by all laws of Moses when those were required 

before for gentiles to be counted among God’s people, the answer is given by Saint 

Peter in Act. 15. (Acts 15:8-9). During the council, he recognized that God gave the 

Holy Spirit in the same fashion and as abundantly to the gentiles (who do not live 

according to the laws of Moses) as He gave to the Apostles (who, being Jewish, were 

raised in the laws of Moses). From that, he concluded that because of their faith in 

Jesus, the gentiles - the uncircumcised - are as dear as the circumcised Jew in the eyes 

of God. Thus, we read in Act. 15. (Acts 15:8-9): “And God, which knoweth the hearts, 

bare them witness, giving them the Holy Ghost, even as he did unto us; and put no 

difference between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith.”. Now that God poured 

out that precious gift onto the gentiles without them being circumcised and observing 

the laws of Moses, Saint Peter and the other Apostles concluded that such a yoke ought 

not be placed on the necks of gentiles. 

If someone were to ask why God acted this way by not treating the Jews and 

gentiles differently, we would answer that God is sovereign, and no one ought to hold 

Him accountable, as no one could comprehend the reasons behind His secret council. 

However, from the statements of the Apostles we can assemble the following 

reasoning. Our Lord acted to glorify His righteous son, so the Jews would come to their 

senses and repent, and then respectfully accept the Messiah - whom they previously 
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rejected. Because when they refused to accept Jesus as their Messiah, made him suffer 

terribly, and killed him, God became angry at the killers and not only did He punish 

them, but, in order to irritate them, God adopted as His children those ungodly, idol-

worshipping gentiles despite the fact that they were uncircumcised, and not following 

the laws of Moses. God poured out the Holy Spirit on them as abundantly as He did 

onto the seed of Abraham, because they believed on Jesus, whom the Jews rejected -  

as true - and as the Messiah of God. Apostle Paul discusses this in depth in Rom. 11. 

(Romans 11:11-12): “ . . . through their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to 

provoke them to jealousy. Now if the fall of them be the riches of the world, and the 

diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles; how much more their fulness?” Lege 

totum illud caput ad finem. [Read the entire chapter from start to finish]. Even without a 

more substantial discussion, we can understand from this why Saint Paul states that 

circumcision and following the religious customs attached to it are not useful to obtain 

salvation through Jesus Christ. Because God has given salvation and His blessings to 

people even without those requirements. Therefore, if someone seeks salvation through 

Christ, they don’t have to be circumcised to attain salvation. Those who reject Christ 

and the forgiveness God is offering through him, must be circumcised and follow the law 

of Moses in all the details [Hoc opus, hic labor est. That is the task; this is the labor.] 

While they can reach salvation, they have to abide by the law without even the smallest 

misstep. As it is written, those who fulfill the law will gain eternal life. From all that, we 

can understand better the following words (Galatians 5:2): “Behold, I Paul say unto you, 

that if ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing.” Do not interpret those words to 

mean that if someone is circumcised they go to hell immediately but interpret them to 

mean that those people turned away from the salvation offered through Christ, and they 

stepped onto a separate path where Christ will be useless for them. And if they are lost, 

they are not lost because they stepped onto a different path, but because the path they 

stepped onto cannot move them forward to attain salvation. When people take the path 

to salvation based on abiding by the law, they have to travel flawlessly to attain 

salvation, because if they fail, if they don’t fulfill the entirety of the law, they will remain 

cursed and lost. However, when those people who trust in that path and intend to fulfill 

the law, have themselves circumcised, and keep all the religious rituals (as keeping the 

law can be useful, juxta illud Pauli circumcision prodest [as Paul states here about 

circumcision] Rom. 2. v. 25. - Romans 2:25), and then fail at it because they find the 

task humanely impossible, they ought not blame others. It is my opinion - and 

accordingly, I advise everyone - that no one should reject the forgiveness God offers; 

what He offers out of His free will we ought not push aside. That which you can attain 

with ease, do not reject. That which you can find by taking a smooth short road, do not 

seek on a rock-strewn, washed-out road. The words of Saint Peter are true in Act. 4. 

(Acts 4:12): “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under 

heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.” From all this you can learn and 

contemplate on what path today’s Judaizer people are taking, and whether it suits you 

to walk with them or not. Because they differ not a tiny bit from the people Saint Paul 

argues against. Therefore, if anyone wants to follow Saint Paul’s teachings, it is 

necessary that the Judaizers step off their path. Those people may masquerade and 
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pretend they don’t disagree with the teachings of the Apostles, but that is all deceit and 

treachery. Or perhaps, they don’t realize the path they are on out of ignorance. Because 

they could hear and read in the New Testament that gentiles are not forced to get 

circumcised, so they cannot straightforwardly say that it is necessary. They can hear it 

from other sources, from other teachings as well, even if they don’t want to admit it. 

Now, I have explained already that the word circumcision entails all religious 

customs. Thus, if someone is exempted from circumcision, they are then exempted 

from the customs attached to it. Conversely, if someone abides by the religious customs 

of the people of circumcision, then they are obligated to accept the act of circumcision, 

because the latter is the mother and the father of all the other religious customs, and 

those customs are useless without it. I will illustrate this with an example that has been 

voiced by many, namely the keeping of the Sabbath - one of the religious customs by 

the people of circumcision. I will show that the act of circumcision is more important 

than the keeping of the Sabbath, to say that the people who neglect circumcision 

commit a worse transgression than people who don’t keep the Sabbath. I will show that 

from historical information, and from the actions of Christ, our Lord. Saint John writes in 

cap. 7. (John 7:22-24) that Christ our Lord said that while keeping Sabbath is the law 

from God delivered through the words of Moses, but in order not to delay circumcision, 

Jewish people broke the Sabbath, they carried out work - they had children circumcised. 

From that, we see that circumcision is a more important ritual than keeping the Sabbath, 

because the latter is broken for the former. From that, you can understand the authority 

of the circumcision because keeping of other customs are modified to accommodate it. I 

refer here again to what we have seen that circumcision is not needed for Christians. 

This is so obvious that our Jewish friends can’t deny it, and don’t dare denying it, 

although they don’t accept the writing of the New Testament. Thus, Christians are not 

obligated to keep the Sabbath, because when someone is exempted from an important 

custom, they are exempted even more of a less important custom.  

I proved in the previous sections that circumcision is more important than 

keeping of the Sabbath, and when we are exempted from the former, we are also 

exempted from the latter. I will speak about the Sabbath in more detail, if necessary, on 

a future occasion. Here I wanted to present it as an example, so you can understand 

better when Saint Paul says that circumcision is of no avail in Christ Jesus, the religious 

rituals are included in that statement, such as the keeping of the Sabbath according to 

Jewish law. And if you are freed from the former, you are freed from the latter. 

Notice here that if God delivers you from a burden, but you don’t value His 

action, and still want to take on that burden, you are rejecting His forgiveness and 

kindness. Especially when that burden is not what God requires from you.  As the 

Apostle states later, your spirit needs to be renewed if you want to be among His 

people. But now that my time has come to an end, let us discuss God’s delivery at 

another occasion. Amen 


