
1 
 

Author: Enyedi György.  A Hungarian language copy was included in the 2nd Codex of 

Cluj (in Hungarian: 2.  Kolozsvári  Kódex) from the mid 1600’s with the title: “Concio. 2. 

Tim. 2 v. 23”.   

In 2017 a more contemporary Hungarian version of this Concio  was published with the 

heading “87. (21.) beszed (K2)” in: Lovas Borbála (2017) Enyedi György Prédikációi  1., 

pages 213-220.  MTA-ELTE Humanizmus Kelet-Közép-Európában Lendület 

Kutatócsoport, Budapest. ISBN 978-963-508-852-2. 

 All copyrights remain with the respective publishers.  

Rules applied during the translation: 

The translation preserved the paragraph structure published in the contemporary 

Hungarian transcript. 

Bible book, chapter and verses indicated in parenthesis are additions from the 

transcription process. Typically, such an addition immediately follows the chapter and 

verse citation Enyedi György provided.  In some places the additions are placed in the 

text where text of a Bible verse is spelled out by Enyedi György, but he didn’t include 

the chapter and verse citation. Both types of additions allow the reader to follow the 

train of thought of Enyedi György through the Bible. 

 All Bible quotations use the English of the King James Version, 1611 edition.  The 

abbreviated Bible quotes Enyedi György closed with the word “etc.” are expanded to 

their full length, as they were most likely delivered in his spoken sermons. 

The translator wishes to acknowledge the copyediting assistance of Ms. Karen W. 

Burton. 

UnitarianTorch contact: kokenyesi@unitariantorch.com 

 

“Concio. 2 Tim. 2 v. 23.” 

 “But foolish and unlearned questions avoid, knowing that they do gender strifes.” 

2. Timothy 2:23  KJV 

 

Among the many vices and transgressions of people we frequently see a 

particular one; namely, they don’t attend to matters of necessity and expediency, but, 

rather, they occupy themselves and spend their time on matters that are useless and 

vain. That observation is reflected even in the writings of pagan sage Seneca, who in 

his Epist. 1 writes that a generous portion of life is spent doing malicious activities. In 

order to cease those acts, every person would need to be motivated by the shortness of 

their lives, the magnitude of the damage they might cause, and the command of God. 
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As we heard, the Apostle Paul cautions Timothy and all Christians to stop occupying 

their time with harmful and vain exploits, and, instead, to engage in useful undertakings.  

While this cautioning is primarily directed at teachers, it is also useful for people 

of all occupations who intend to improve themselves, and to enable themselves to 

discern the false teachers from the true ones. Because one of the duties of teachers is 

to seek out the truth hidden among false explanations and teachings, and to defend the 

truth, it becomes impossible to carry out that duty without disputations and arguments. 

The Apostle instructs Timothy how to conduct himself during disputations. 

The Apostle is cautioning him about two matters. The first matter is what he 

ought to avoid. The second matter is what he ought to follow and how he ought to act. 

He tells us about the first matter this way (2 Timothy 2:23): “But foolish and unlearned 

questions avoid, knowing that they do gender strifes.” This first cautioning has two parts 

to it. In the first part the Apostle names what Timothy ought to dislike. In the second part 

he explains why Timothy ought to dislike them, to run from them. Thus, our Bible verse 

(2 Timothy 2:23) states: “But foolish and unlearned questions avoid, knowing that they 

do gender strifes.” Inquiring about a topic is best suited for finding answers and learning 

when someone doesn’t know something, or when someone has doubts about 

something. What people need to learn and know are the useful and necessary things. It 

follows that when an inquiry doesn’t address useful things, then such questioning is 

foolish and unlearned. We ought to, as the Apostle states, run away from such kind of 

questioning.  

Those types of questions fall into two categories, and those categories are not 

easy to recognize as foolish and unlearned questions. In the first category are questions 

such as: How many grains of sand are on the seashore? Or, how many drops of water 

are in the oceans? Even if we knew the answers to such questions, the answers would 

be of no use for us. Thus, they are foolish questions. 

Those type of questions can be asked about the Scriptures as well. Such as: 

What was the name of the woman whom the Sadducees told the Lord that she had two 

husbands? Or, what were the names of those husbands? In the second category are 

the questions that some people deem important, but if you seriously think about them, 

they turn out to be useless. Like when we ardently inquire how many miles are there 

between heaven and earth, or how deep is the ocean. Even if knew the answers to 

them what is the use for us, and what is our loss if we don’t know the answers? 

Those type of questions can be asked about the Scriptures as well. For example: 

What did God do before creating the world? That is such a pointless question that when 

someone asked the scholar Augustine, even he answered this way: “Don’t think that He 

was lounging around, because He was constructing Hell for those who inquire about 

such things.” While that was a useless question, some learned men of our day, 

however, find it important to answer it, and when they state what He did they use that to 

prove the God nature of the second person of the Trinity. They state that He was 

looking at Himself, and with that gaze and the subsequent thoughts He begat the Son. 
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Now you can see for yourself that while some learned men of today believe it is an 

important question, at the same time, their own scholar before them declared it a foolish 

question. A similarly foolish question is when they ask: Where does the soul go after 

death until the time of resurrection? Now, what possible use could we have from 

knowing the answer to that? The Scripture states that the soul of the believer is in the 

hands of God. Where could the hands of God be when He doesn’t have a body? 

Now, if by the hand of God we understand His power, then what is the location of 

the power of God? It is everywhere, and we cannot confine it to a single location. Thus, 

no one can state where the things are once they are in the hands of God. 

Therefore, that is a useless question. However, some learned men of our day 

deem it important to answer it, and they declare where souls are located. They say that 

some souls are in the lymbus, some in purgatory, and some in the depths of hell. 

From all this, you can see there are many foolish and useless questions about 

the Scriptures and about other matters. You can also see that while some of those 

questions are obviously foolish, and some of them are difficult to recognize as such, but 

all of them are fundamentally useless. Still, some people find it necessary to pursue 

them. Moreover, they believe that the answers provide some tenets of faith and 

righteousness. 

If there is an area where foolish and useless questions are asked, it is the 

teachings and the doctrines of those who believe that God is made of three persons and 

one essence, even adding to that doctrine other things that are impossible to 

comprehend and keep count of. There is not such a dim-witted person who could not 

find countless errors in those arguments; therefore, it is not necessary to spend time on 

it, except to mention one or two. They state that in God there is one essence and three 

persons, and that the essence is different from the persons, and, in turn, the persons 

differ from each other. The first question here could be: Why don’t these add up to four? 

I ask, because when we see four different objects, it is impossible not to count them as 

four. The second question could be: If there are so many entities in God, how would it 

be possible for God to be one, because neither three, nor four are equal to one? 

Thereafter, how did it happen that only one person became incarnated - and not all 

three persons - because the three persons are said to be inseparable, as they originate 

from the one essence, and the persons cannot exist without the essence?  

Then, we can ask: Why didn’t the Son beget a son from his essence, when God 

begot His Son from His essence?  Because, as they say the Son is one with the Father 

- the same God - and the Son has the same essence as the Father. Similar questions 

can be asked about the Holy Spirit. 

And there is no end to those type of questions, and it would be inappropriate to 

mention here everything they believe in that denomination, and the dishonorable 

declarations they make about the Holy and glorious Lord. But then what would be the 

use of it if we understood the answers to all those inquiries? Indeed, God did not say 
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that eternal life is given to those who decipher the answers, but, rather, He said that 

eternal life is given to those who follow His commandments. Christ our Lord expressed 

this when he said (Matthew 19:17): “. . . if thou wilt enter into life, keep the 

commandments.” He didn’t say to worship God in three persons, but he did say (John 

17:3): “And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus 

Christ, whom thou hast sent.” This is what we ought to concern ourselves with, and 

learn more about. 

Indeed, it would be profitable for Christians if they would learn from the deeds of 

that pagan Socrates, because before the age of Socrates all the wisdom and knowledge 

of the philosophers was exhausted in contemplative thinking, and in the learning of the 

movements of heavenly bodies, and all philosophers focused their attention 

understanding the things above us. Thales - one of the seven wise sages - was greatly 

embarrassed for living by such a focus, because while keeping his gaze on the heavens 

he didn’t notice a pit under foot, and he fell into it. A woman asked Thales why he knew 

all the comings and goings in the heavens, which was a far distance away, but he didn’t 

see the things underfoot. When Socrates saw that all the wise men before him focused 

their thinking on useless topics, he brought the subjects of wisdom from heaven to 

earth, and he himself began to focus on topics close to earth, such as what is truth, how 

one might live a righteous life, how he could save his home country. And, that integrity 

is more important than turning a profit; that tolerance and suffering are better than 

revenge. Because Socrates inquired into topics like those, Apollo declared him wiser 

than any other person. 

Similarly to what Socrates did, the scholars and philosophers of our day ought to 

stop the debates about the essence and persons of God, and, instead, focus on seeking 

the road to Heaven for themselves, and all others. Because if we live a righteous life 

according to the commands of God, we will understand at the time of our resurrection if 

God has three, two, or one persons. We will then understand if it is how they teach it or 

if it is as written in the Scriptures. In this life we ought to only seek the path leading to 

resurrection and appearing before our Lord. What the nature of the Almighty is we will 

understand at that time; according to the words of the Apostle Paul and John, we will 

see all the details and we will observe how those things are. 

What brings us salvation is the following of God’s commandments, not argument 

and disputations, because the consequence of those arguments and disputations is 

described by the Apostle (2 Timothy 2:23): “. . . knowing that they do gender strifes.”  

The answer as to why we have to avoid foolish questions is also given by the 

Apostle (2 Timothy 2:23): because they gender so called strifes. And strife is improper 

for the servants of the Lord, because our God, as the Apostle states, is not the God of 

hostility, but the God of peace. Moreover, all Christians are said to be sons of God, as 

written in Joan 1. (John 1:12): “But as many as received him, to them gave he power to 

become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name.” Christ our Lord said 

in Matt. 5 (Matthew 5:9) that the peacemakers are to be called the sons of God. Thus, 
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those who are quarrelsome are not His sons, and if they are not sons of God, then they 

are not Christians. For those who want to avoid quarreling it is necessary to avoid 

sparking quarrels; thus it is necessary to avoid foolish questions, as the Apostle 

declared. 

Therefore, for those who want to be called the sons of God, for those who want 

to be called Christians, it is necessary to avoid those types of questions. I will use the 

example I already mentioned because there has never been a type of questioning that 

led to so much fighting and war-making than the teachings of the trinitarians. And let us 

not complain about our situation and our time period, but looking back at history I would 

say that since the teachings of the trinity appeared, they proved to be the cause of all 

religious wars. It is not necessary that I speak about this at length, and list all the sects 

that arose, as historians have given an account of that. Here, I review a few of them. 

 Quarreling about the trinity at first happened because some people thought that 

there was one essence and three persons in God, while others thought that there was 

one person and three essences in God. Then there were those who thought that the 

words Father, Son, and Holy Spirit were the names for the same God, and that there 

was no difference between them; thus, whichever name they called on they reached the 

same God. 

Some thought that Christ didn’t have a physical body, but he appeared to people 

as a vision. Because the eternal God is Spirit, thus, He could not have a physical body, 

they argued. Some others thought that Christ did have a body, but he had the eternal 

God in place of the Spirit. The trinitarians of our day say that Christ had a human body, 

a spirit, and in addition, he was the eternal God. 

But who could enumerate all the quarrels the teachings of trinitarians have 
caused? Thus, if for no other reason, but we ought to stay away from such type of 
teachings in accordance with the words of the Apostle who said to avoid the questions 
that lead to strife, as quarreling does not befit the servants of the Lord. The Apostle 
states similar admonishments in other passages such as in 1.Tim. 6. (1 Timothy 6:20-
21): “. . . avoiding profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of science falsely so 
called: Which some professing have erred concerning the faith.” And then in Tim. 3 
(Titus 3:9): “But avoid foolish questions, and genealogies, and contentions, and strivings 
about the law; for they are unprofitable and vain.”   

Once the Apostle explained what the servants of God ought to shield themselves 
against, now, in the second part of his teaching he describes what is the duty of the 
servant of God, and how they ought to behave. Thus, he writes the following (2 Timothy 
2:24 - 25): 

Part 2. 

“And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to 
teach, patient, in meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God 
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peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth.” The Apostle 
discusses two things with these words. First, he states that instead of a disposition 
toward bickering, what types of gentleness need to be present in a teacher. Second, he 
states that it is useful to be gentle, and the reason why to be gentle. He also states that 
through correcting others an internal betterment will come about. By these statement we 
ought not think that we are called to abandon or betray the truth - because, according to 
wise sages, we ought to fight for the truth till death - but, rather, we ought to interpret it 
such a way that we do not use cursing, condemnation, harsh words, mocking, and 
vengeful threats towards those who have a lower level of understanding or who have 
been blessed with lesser gifts. No one should act in a menacing fashion towards those, 
rather, everyone ought to behave with meekness and gentleness, because meekness 
and gentleness are duties of Christians, as the Apostle writes about this in other verses 
(Romans 12:18): “If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.” 
In 1 Tim. 3. (1 Timothy 3:3) the Apostle asks that, among other desirable behaviors, the 
bishops and other preachers not be quarrelsome. 

 Second, the Apostle asks us to be apt to teach. Such is a foremost requirement 
for teachers, because without that, no one can be called a teacher, as a teacher is that 
person who has the ability to educate others using the means of clear explanations, 
respectful behavior, and a lowered voice even during disagreements, not like some 
people whose teachings are not understood by others, and even those teachers 
themselves don’t know what they are talking about, as they just ramble on about the 
topic, because they are afraid to say that they don’t have the answers to questions. But 
those who are the servants of God always keep in mind what is useful for the audience, 
and they fashion their words to build up the audience. 

 Third, the Apostle states the Timothy must tolerate even the unrighteous with 
meekness. Rashness is dangerous in all matters of life, especially in the matters of 
punishment and condemnation; therefore, God commands that we follow His example 
to be agreeable with each other. While the Almighty Himself could act with rashness, He 
is patient in handing out punishment in order to provide us with an example to follow; 
therefore, we should not condemn the guilty too quickly, but that we would have 
patience for a while. It is written in Mat. 5 (Matthew 5:44-45): “But I say unto you, Love 
your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for 
them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; that ye may be the children of your 
Father which is in heaven; for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, 
and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.” 

Keep in mind that the Apostle is not addressing judges and lawmakers whom 
God ordained to deliver justice, and the Apostle is especially not addressing people who 
live immoral lives who deserve punishment, but the Apostle is talking to teachers and 
similar people for whom it is improper to be angry or vengeful. Thus, these people ought 
to be meek and tolerant towards even the unrighteous. 

Fourth, the Apostle asked servants of God that they educate the opponent with 
meekness during disputes, because the goal of teaching is for people to believe the 
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words of the teacher and follow the admonishment. Because no none learns anything 
from someone they hate, and everyone hates those who curse and slander them. 
Therefore, a person who curses others is unfit to be a teacher. If someone wants to 
correct the false understanding of another, then they have to use meek and respectful 
language. Let us examine if our opponents follow the command of the Apostle who 
prescribes how the servants of God ought to conduct themselves. Do they fully obey the 
admonishment of the Apostle? Aren’t they readily grabbing by the throat those who 
don’t agree with them? Moreover, would our opponents be fit to teach when they use 
expressions we don’t find either in the Scriptures or in other sources - as those 
expressions exist only in their explanation - and they engage in such a bickering that 
they can never abandon their position? 

The kind of peacefulness they show towards people they consider untrue is the 
kind that not only they wouldn’t give them a room in their home, wouldn’t eat with them, 
wouldn’t live together with them, and wouldn’t accept them into their congregation, but 
they also want to exclude them from everywhere. 

Lastly, not only do they not teach their opponent with meekness, but they declare 
them heretics, call them “fallen away from God,” the supporters of evil. They curse their 
opponents and slander them with the most derogatory words, so from all that you can 
determine if they are truly servants of God, and whether they follow the teachings of the 
Apostle. Verily, I say to you, they show their true colors by their actions, and anyone 
with open eyes can observe who they really are. 

Let us now return to the words of the Apostle. After he listed the attributes that 
need to be present in true teachers, he explains what is to be gained when someone 
follows his admonishment (2 Timothy 2:25): “. . . if God peradventure will give them 
repentance to the acknowledging of the truth”.  

We ought to take great care and be constantly attentive about benefiting and 
saving others, even if that means keeping the unrighteous, because by doing that the 
righteous will remain alongside them. Conversely, by stamping out the unrighteous the 
righteous might be stamped out alongside them. Therefore, even if we see that 
someone is unrighteous, let us tolerate it because we can teach them about the truth, 
and we may help them reach salvation.  

Such a deed is so praiseworthy that St Jakab writes this way (James 5:19 - 20): 
“Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one convert him; let him know, that he 
which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from death, and 
shall hide a multitude of sins.”   

You might say that if you knew that your opponent will be converted you would 
gladly treat him with gentle kindness, but even the Apostle is unsure about the outcome 
of teaching (2 Timothy 2:25): “. . . if God peradventure will give them repentance to the 
acknowledging of the truth.” Keep in mind that speaking that way is a common habit of 
the saints, as no one knows with certainty the depths of the council and decisions of the 
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Lord and what the Almighty might have decided about individuals. Saint Peter speaks to 
the sorcerer Simon in Act. 8. (Acts 8:22): “Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and 
pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee.” The prophet Joel 
said this in chapter 2 (Joel 2:12 - 14): “ Therefore also now, saith the LORD, turn ye even 
to me with all your heart, and with fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning: And 
rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto the LORD your God: for he is 
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repenteth him of the 
evil. Who knoweth if he will return and repent . . .” Also in Jonah (Jonah 3:8 - 9): “. . .  let 
them turn every one from his evil way, and from the violence that is in their hands. Who 
can tell if God will turn and repent, and turn away from his fierce anger, that we perish 
not?” While the Scripture has those words about uncertainty, we should not shy away 
from doing good deeds, but continue to behave honorably with continued hope, and 
remain meek and tolerant, because it is impossible that all our efforts would be in vain 
with not a single person joining our side. Indeed, we carry out many tasks in our worldly 
life hoping for the best, and while we may not have certainty, we still continue to carry 
out those tasks. We take care of our vineyards, we sow seeds into our plowed fields, 
and no one knows with certainty if God will repay our efforts. Nonetheless, we continue 
to labor hoping for the best. Similarly, we will never know with certainty if our opponent 
will change or not, but we ought to treat them with meekness and toleration while 
hoping for the best.  

 Let us be motivated by the dire situation of our fellow human beings. Because, as 
the Apostle states, those who are the opponents of the truth are in the snare of the 
devil, held captive by Satan. Now, just how cruel and ungodly our opponents must be to 
glorify themselves speak harshly, making it seem that only they are the righteous ones 
while abandoning their fellow human beings to eternal damnation? 

 Our Lord says that the angels in heaven are delighted when a sinner repents and 
turns toward God. How much more ought we - who are charged with more responsibility 
than angels towards our fellow human beings - to be delighted about that? We read 
about the self-sacrifices of Moses and Saint Paul who acted that way in order to save 
their fellow human beings from damnation. Tell me what sort of soul is in those people 
who, instead of salvation, want the terrible death and damnation of those whom they 
ought to be saving by shedding their blood if necessary? 

 In other words, the people who oppose us, through their selfish pride, godless 
cursing and scolding discourage others from being curious and learning new things. 
Because those others then don’t want to discuss anything with them, because they 
don’t want to be in the company of such angry people.  

For that reason, if people would be lost because of anyone’s offenses, then those 
teachers would be held accountable for it. Our Lord says that those through whom 
offenses come would be better off having a millstone around their necks and being 
thrown into the sea.  
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Therefore, let us learn from this sermon that we ought to peacefully tolerate when 
someone curses us, scolds us, or condemns us. We ought not to measure to them what 
they measure to us, but we ought to treat them with meekness and toleration. That is 
the way to convince the unrighteous about the truth, to turn our lost fellow human 
beings towards God, and, to fulfill our duties according to what the Lord commanded for 
us through His servants.  And if we follow those commands, we can have the hope that 
our Heavenly Father will bring blessings onto our heads, and not condemnation. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


