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Celebratory Sermon

“For | received from the Lord that which | also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus on
the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and said, “Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you; do this in
remembrance of Me.” In the same manner He also took the cup after supper,

saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me."

1 Corinthians. 11:23-25 NKJIV

Dear Celebrating Brethren!

Our feelings about where we belong inevitably determine the course of our lives. We
are born Hungarian, we are Christians, and, in this church it is pleasant to say and to
feel, that many of us are Unitarians; we belong together. At this wonderful location
where past and present intersect, we recognize that such a junction in time assuredly
points us toward our future. A future so clear because of our past, the heritage from our
ancestors. Heritage such as the practice of religious tolerance in the spirit of the
freedom of faith, the acceptance of faith as a gift from God, and the devotion to the
Gospel from Jesus. Heritage that has been the key to our staying power through more
than 450 years of existence.

Here, inside this reproduction of the Unitarian church of Nyaradgalfalva, on the occasion
of its consecration, we are preparing for the Lord’s Supper, and with that, indeed, we
are expressing that devotion. The Lord’s Supper is a fundamental element among our
church rites, fundamental because participating in this rite makes it obvious that we are
the followers of Jesus.

Our Master wished to emphasize our unity, us belonging together, through the sharing
of the wine and the bread. “I resemble the wine and bread” — the similarity must have
occurred to Jesus. “l am the bread of life and the drink of life. | am the bread of life for
those who hunger, and | am the drink of life for those who thirst. | will share the bread
and share the wine, and through the bread and the wine | will be in everyone’s life that
shared component: one who admonishes, reminisces, and provides a hope-filled
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connection between our lives” he must have reasoned further. He then took the bread,
blessed it, broke it, and shared it with the disciples. Then he took the wine, blessed it,
and shared that also. As the ground-up kernel of wheat, and the pressed grape
illustrate - very much like the life and death of Jesus - we can not keep life from being
shattered. Thus, each action of shattering that happens because of loving self-sacrifice
is a testament to the words of Albert Schweitzer: “Life is wonderful because it can be
given away.” Because of this every time you do these symbolic acts and perform this
rite, do it in remembrance of me! In the life of Jesus this was the last supper. It also was
the first Lord’s Supper. He left us his own remembrance as a guide and an
admonishment for all occasions. One piece of bread and one sip of wine. That’s all;
quite uncomplicated. And now, each time we take the piece of bread from the Lord’s
table, and drink the sip of wine, we do it in his remembrance. We think of him, and in
those two symbols, we perceive his love, his goodness, and his insistence on
everything that is kind, virtuous, and beneficial for mankind; we perceive in it everything
that leads us toward God.

So, just why is this feeling of belonging amazing, and why is everything related to it
amazing? This feeling is so amazing because - if we give this some thought - if Jesus or
any of his original disciples would visit us, they would recognize and comprehend what
we are doing. They would, despite the fact that they wouldn’t know anything about our
age or our language, even if everything else about us was foreign to them. They would
recognize us as the successors of the first disciples, and as believers who understand
the importance of the Lord’s Supper and have kept this aspect of the heritage alive. Let
us also be cognizant of the fact that a long line of generations received and accepted
this heritage from Jesus, and they persevered to keep it and practice it through the
upheavals of history. Thus, this heritage from Jesus has proven to be a pillar of faith for
us all. Such evidence has accumulated for over two thousand years.

| call you now with that feeling, with that comprehension, with that love: come take part,
and every time you do this, do it in remembrance of Jesus. May all of you gain the
power of comprehension to enlighten you on every occasion as to where you belong,
and find in it the same solid conviction that kept the faith, the life, and hope of our
ancestors. The Lord’s Supper will then increase your faith and will keep you alive, so
you may live and work as a child of God and a disciple of Jesus.

As we are the living disciples of Jesus, he is talking to us. Let us purposefully recognize
this: we are the heirs of his blessed and blameless life, and his Gospel that sustains us.
We must ask this question next to the table of the Lord’s Supper: are we responsibly
practicing our heritage, or are we burying it, hiding it, or discarding it? We ask our God
of providence to give us strength so our life as a Christian Unitarian may be a beacon of
our belonging to Jesus, just as the steeple of this beautiful church is a beacon rising
toward the sky proclaiming far and wide the glory of the one, true God. Amen.



